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INTRODUCTION

In England 2012 was the wettest year in living memory and the butterfly season certainly
reflected that. With very few exceptions numbers and distribution were down on recent
years. Butterflies had been flying earlier in recent years but in 2012 they were up to
three weeks later than expected. Yet the mild second half of March meant that there
were also many early records for the spring species, but this quickly changed during
April. Expanding or recovering species such as Brown Argus and Small Tortoiseshell
slipped back. The only unequivocal success was our cover star the Chalkhill Blue.

Unsurprisingly we have had fewer records than for 2011 (15900 v 23000) but many
thanks to the 770 people who contributed sightings, everyone should be listed at the
back of the booklet.

Please read and use this booklet and send in your sightings electronically or on paper to
the branch record collator (details on back cover) by November 9" 2013.

Big Butterfly Count numbers are used to show the distribution of species, but have not
been used for the flight charts as this survey was limited to three weeks in high summer
and to have included them would unduly skew these charts.



Species not included in the main section

Swallowtail Papilio machaon

John Eborall on 19th June. “A remarkable sighting of a
Swallowtail at Oak Avenue LNR, Hampton. Apart from one
missing tail, it looked in excellent condition. Presumably an
escape.”. Robert Stroud on 24" May, “a Swallowtail visited
my garden in Bishop's Stortford. It was in pristine
condition and stayed nectaring on a garden version of
Hemp Agrimony for many minutes”.

Photo: John Eborall

Long Tailed Blue Lampides boeticus

On Friday 10th August, John Archer the Biodiversity Officer at
Tower Hamlets Council found a male Long-tailed Blue
butterfly at the East India Dock Basin Nature Reserve. This is
the first record in our area since a short lived colony at
Gillespie Park, Islington in the early 1990s.

Photo John Archer

Brown Hairstreak Thecla betulae

There have been several intriguing reports of possible Brown Hairstreaks flying around
ash trees in close vicinity to the larval foodplant Blackthorn from Blackthorn and Rolls
Wood in Panshanger, Welwyn Garden City and Norton Green just west of Stevenage.
Several frustrating visits by a number of observers to both sites have seen insects that
may be Brown Hairstreaks but nothing that could be 100% confirmed.

Camberwell Beauty Aglais antiopa

There were two records for this rare migrant, last seen in 2009. The first was seen by
Malgorzata Kukielka on the Hounslow Heath Transect on 1% April , the second came from
Andrew Sapsford Warden of Sawbridgeworth Marsh NR, “Camberwell Beauty seen at
4.15pm in Pishiobury Park, Sawbridgeworth - Saturday 11th August 2012. Flew past
rapidly, aided by strong wind just east of car park. | followed it to where | thought | saw it
land, but could not locate it again. Also seen by three other people that | was with.”

Two Tailed Pasha Charaxes jasius

This species has never been recorded as a genuinely wild species in the UK. However a
photo was published in the Hertfordshire Mercury on 11" October. It was taken by John
Gilkes who was unaware of its UK status. The location was by one of the gravel pits in
Cheshunt in the Lee Valley in south east Hertfordshire during early September.

Wall Brown Lasiommata megera

Not reliably recorded since 2006 we received an intriguing record, just before going to
print, of a clear sighting on the ground. It was seen by lan Shepheard on the Hampstead
Heath Transect walk on 29" August.



SOME GOOD BUTTERFLY SITES IN HERTFORDSHIRE & MIDDLESEX

This is not an exhaustive list but a pointer to a spread of sites across our area

Map | Site, Grid Reference, Brief details Good site (rare or high numbers) -
Date included if singles only

1 Aldbury Nowers (SP 951129) Brimstone, Dark Green Fritillary,
Herts & Middlesex Wildlife Trust (HMWT) Dingy Skipper, Green Hairstreak,
reserve north west of Tring Grizzled Skipper, Small Blue

2 Alexandra Park TL296901 Common Blue, Purple Hairstreak
Park around Alexandra Palace in LB Haringey

3 Balls Wood TL 348106 Purple Hairstreak, Ringlet, Silver-
At Hertford Heath 2 miles south of Hertford washed Fritillary, White Admiral

4 Bricket Wood Common TL131017 Purple Emperor, Ringlet, Silver-
North east of Watford washed Fritillary, White Admiral

5 Broxbourne Woods TL323070 Purple Emperor, Silver-washed
A large complex of woods west of Fritillary, White Admiral
Hoddesdon and south of Hertford. Grid ref
above is for Broxbourne Wood west car park

6 Fir & Pond Woods TL277012 Purple Emperor, Ringlet, Silver-
HMWT reserve 2 miles east of Potters Bar washed Fritillary, White Admiral

7 Hexton Chalk Pit TL 107299 Chalkhill Blue, Dark Green Fritillary,
South of Hexton, turning off B655 Dingy Skipper, Green Hairstreak,

8 Horsenden Hill TQ 161845 Meadow Brown, Small Copper,
Bisected by Horsenden Lane North between | White-letter hairstreak
Perivale and Sudbury in LB Ealing.

9 Hounslow Heath TQ141748 Green Hairstreak 2011, Meadow
Off Staines Road, Hounslow Brown, Purple Hairstreak

10 Norton Green (Cannocks Wood/Watery Marbled White, Purple Emperor,
Grove) TL229231 Purple Hairstreak, Ringlet, Silver-
West of A1M at Stevenage. Accessed from washed Fritillary, White Admiral
byways south of Norton Green

11 Ruislip Woods TL0O80896 Purple Emperor, Ringlet, Silver-
A complex of woods north of Ruislip along washed Fritillary, White Admiral
Ducks Hill Lane in LB Hillingdon

12 Therfield Heath TL347404 Chalkhill Blue, Marbled White,
Downland west of Royston by A505 Small Skipper, Dark Green Fritillary

13 Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park TL367823 Silver-washed Fritillary, Small Blue
Southern Grove E3 nr Mile End Central Line 2011
station

14 Trent Park TL280969 Purple Hairstreak, Small Copper,
Near Cockfosters Piccadilly line tube station Small Heath

15 Waterford Heath TL 318150 Brown Argus, Grizzled Skipper,

HMWT reserve North of Hertford, accessed
from Sacombe Road not via Waterford

Small Heath

Please check local driving/parking/public transport directions. These sites may be uneven
and/or muddy so please go prepared.
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KEY TO THE SPECIES ACCOUNTS

Common Name Scientific name

Small Skipper 2011 (black)
compared to 1995-2004 average (orange)
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Widespread but declining

Brief status for species

The flight period showing proportion of species flying in
any week compared with the 1995-2004 average

A photo of this species taken
by one of our members

Map showing 2 km squares where a species has been
recorded in 2010-2011 split into 1, 2-9 or 10 or more
recorded on a single occasion and the recent historical
range.
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First: 16 June
Last: 16 Aug
Peak week: 25 Jun -1 Jul

Distribution % squares
2012 28% (155)
2011 25% (87)
2005-9 27%
mean

Abundance (transects)

2012 27
2011 32
2005-9 mean 42

Distribution change
Up 3% compared with
2005-2009

Abundance change
Down 36% compared with
2005-2009
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which this species was recorded
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number of a species seen on transects
(so comparable year on year)
Distribution and Abundance change
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period to smooth out year to year
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Small Skipper Thymelicus sylvestris

Small Skipper 2012 (black)
compared to 1995-2004 average (orange)
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Widespread but declining

Photo Andrew Wood

First: 27 June
Last: 2 Sep
Peak week: 23 - 29 July

Distribution % squares

2012 22% (110)
2011 28% (155)
2005-9 mean 27%

Abundance (transects)

2012 17

2011 27

2005-9 mean 42

Distribution change

Down 22% compared with
2005-2009

Abundance change

1 ®29 ® 10+ = 2005-9 records

Down 60% compared with

2005-2009

2012 was not a good year for Small Skippers. The distribution drop might be explained
by the poor weather conditions restricting observation during the flight period, but the
abundance drop suggests a real decline both against 2011 and the longer term trends.
The map shows it is still widely spread but particularly in Hertfordshire there are gaps
against the previous five year period. The poor weather accounts for a flight period
slightly behind the long term average after several years where it was well advanced.

The whole flight period was about three weeks later than 2011.




Essex Skipper Thymelicus lineola

Essex Skipper 2012 (black)
compared to 1995-2004 average (orange)
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Widespread but declining

First: 7 Jul
Last: 28 Aug
Peak week: 23-29 July

Distribution % squares

2012 12% (61)
2011 16% (86)
2005-9 17%
mean

Abundance (transects)

2012 12
2011 17
2005-9 mean 46

Distribution change

Down 29% compared with
2005-2009

*# 29 ® 10+ “ 2005-9 records

Abundance change

Down 74% compared with

2005-2009

The comments for the Small Skipper, perhaps not surprisingly also apply to
this species. Last year the trends for this species led to it “gaining” an amber
status for our area indicating concern for its decline and 2012 did nothing to
improve this. It is now a rare species in North Hertfordshire but it does seem
to be doing reasonably in some areas as Dave Miller notes, “Stanwell Moor,
... Essex Skippers are doing well — many seen (none scrutinised turned out to
be Small Skippers”. Of all the reports of this species only 6 were of numbers
in double figures. As with many other species the 2012 flight period was two
weeks behind 2011 and slightly later than the longer term average.



Large Skipper Ochlodes faunus

Large Skipper 2012 (black)
compared to 1995-2004 average (orange
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Widespread & common

Photo Sharon Monahan

First: 6 Jun
Last: 31 Aug
Peak week: 25 Jun —1 Jul

Distribution % squares

2012 35% (175)
2011 42% (231)
2005-9 28%

mean

Abundance (transects)

2012 18
2011 34
2005-9 mean 20

Distribution change

Up 25% compared with
2005-2009

Abundance change

1 ®29 #® 10+ *“ 2005-9 records

Down 10% compared with

2005-2009

Much more common than the previous two “golden” skippers and despite
falls since last year, which might well be weather related, there is no real
cause for concern. The flight period was pushed back compared to the long
term average again showing the effect of a predominantly cold and wet
spring on larval and pupal development. Interestingly of the eight largest
counts seven were either at Heartwood Forest or Balls Wood, the former a
wood being created and the latter a wood that has experienced a large
amount of thinning in recent years. This reflects the ability of this species to
thrive in shadier conditions than its cousins the Small and Essex Skippers.




Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages Restricted bu§ stable

C 4

Dingy Skipper 2012 (black)
compared to 1995-2004 average (orange)
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There were no records from the new outlying sites found in 2011, but at its
strongholds of Aldbury Nowers and Hexton Chalk Pit it did rather well with
abundance way above the long term figure and last year. The largest counts were all
at Hexton a site that had excellent records for several of our rare chalk grassland
species. The flight period was back to matching the long term trends and there was
no repeat of 2011’s second brood. It will be interesting in 2013, weather permitting,
to resurvey the marginal sites in case visits were made too early being based on
2011’s flight period as this species does seem to have got through 2012 very well.



Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus malvae Restricted & rare

Grizzled Skipper 2012 (black)
compared to 1995-2004 average (orange)
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The other spring flying Skipper also had a good year, appearing at all its known sites
and being “rediscovered” above Welwyn Tunnels, an old site from which there were
anecdotal but not formally reported recent records. The flight period was about on
the long term average, the odd dip in mid May coinciding with poor weather
conditions. The abundance on transect sites continues to rise satisfactorily as well. It
would seem that the warm late March aided the development of good numbers of
both this and the Dingy Skipper with the 4" April being the earliest flight date in
Hertfordshire. How well they bred in the colder conditions will be seen in 2013,
though the wetter weather meant good growth by larval food plants.
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Clouded Yellow Colias croceus Less common migrant

Clouded Yellow 2012 (black)
compared to 1995-2004 average (orange)
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Last year’s sightings in just 6 squares were very low but 2012 created a record for this
rarely common species — only one recorded in our area. This is the first time this has
ever happened. As a comparison here are the numbers of squares where it was
recorded over the last 10 years:

2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011

122 2 21 22 23 9 56 15 2 22 6 6

As can be seen its appearance is very variable and it has to be remembered that this
is of no conservation significance in Britain.

11



Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni Widespread

Brimstone 2012 (black)
compared to 1995-2004 average {orange)
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Photo Andrew Wood
First: 8 Feb
Brimstone Last: 28 Oct
Peak week: 21-27 May
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2012 12
2011 27
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Distribution change
Down 25% compared with
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20 0o 10 20 30 40 30 Abundance change
1 #29 ® 10+ © 2005-9 records Down 40% compared with
2005-2009

The flight chart above shows a rather disjointed flight period, doubtless
caused by the poor weather. The peak at the end of May reflects a brief
week of warm dry weather good for both butterflies and observers!. This is
one of our more consistent species and it is probably not worth reading a
great deal into the declines shown above. However close observers were
disappointed, “No Brimstone laying eggs on our alder buckthorn this year” —
Diane Andrews. Although this is a widespread species it is most abundant at
chalkland sites such as Hexton Chalk Pit and Aldbury Nowers where its
buckthorn species larval food plants thrive.
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Large White Pieris brassicae Widespread & common

Large White 2012 {black)
compared to 1995-2004 average (orange)

Photb Helen George

First: 27 Mar
Large White Last: 10 Oct

a0 {{11:_,‘:0-\ Peak week: 23 - 29 Jul

a0 Distribution % squares
2012 57% (283)
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mean

Abundance (transects)
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80 Distribution change
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a0 o0 10 20 80 40 50 Abundance change
1 ®29 ® 10+ < 2005-9 records Down 68% compared with
2005-2009

The summer emergence always exceeds the spring flight of overwintered
pupae and in 2012 this was particularly the case and yet again weather
related. It may have been exacerbated by the fact that those emerging in late
March would have had little chance to mate before the poor weather in April
and those emerging in April would have had even less chance. The late
March first flight date was the earliest this millennium. On a year on year
basis the distribution declined considerably and this may have been caused
by a start in the rebalancing of the butterfly/parasite relationship mentioned
last year.
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Small White Pieris rapae Widespread & common

Small White 2012 (black)
compared to 1995-2004 average (orange)
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Small White parallels the Large with a big drop from an outstanding 2011. An
improvement in the weather in the later summer together with plenty of
juicy food plants may be the reason for the very late and large final brood.
The relationship between this species and its traditional cabbage food plant
is shown in that the only three counts of over 20 individuals were in a garden
and at two separate allotments sites. An overall flight period from mid
February to early November is eight weeks longer than 2011 and established
both record early and late dates! A reminder of the difficulties of telling the
white species apart came from Dave Miller, “A three-way tussle of whites
resolved itself into a female Large White and males of the other two species.
... female Orange Tips around too, it really does become hard to distinguish

them all without close scrutiny 14



Green-veined White Pieris napi Widespread &Common

Green-veined White 2012 (black)
compared to 1995-2004 average (orange)
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Not a good year here, although the big gap in the spring flight reflects the
weather rather than an actual gap in butterflies. The proportion between the
two broods was pretty normal but the flight times were about two weeks
later than 2011 and back to the longer term average. Unlike the Small White
the overall flight period was shorter by almost seven weeks. It may not be
significant but many of the largest counts were from a variety of recorders
and sites in the west London Borough of Hounslow. There are some large
gaps in the current period’s distribution such as central North London and
South Herts and parts of North West and North East Herts. It would be good
if observers could get to these squares to see if this species is really absent.

1 ®#29 ® 10+ = 2005-9 records

15



Orange Tip Anthocharis cardamines Widespread & Common

Orange Tip 2012 (black)
compared to 1995-2004 average (orange)
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The Orange Tip’s flight is a perfect reflection of spring 2012’s weather. An
early flight in the second half of March with unseasonably warm weather
(14th March beats 2011’s previous record by nine days), followed by virtually
nothing in a cold and wet April and a very late peak at the end of the flight
period coinciding with a week of summer weather at the end of May.
However allowing for the weather the long term trend for this species are
still looking good. Lush food plant growth may possibly mean a bumper 2013.

16



Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi Very rare & restricted

Green Hairstreak 20121(black) compared to
1995-2004 average (orange)
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First: 12 May
Green Hairstreak Last: 14 Jun

a0 Peak week: 21 -27 May

Distribution % squares

2012 1% (5)

. 2011 1% (7)

2005-9 1%
mean

Abundance (transects)

oa 2012 3

2011 8

% 2005-9 mean 4

80 Distribution change

Too little data to calculate

i

Abundance change

a0 it 10 20 30 40 30 Too little data to calculate

1 ®#2.9 ® 10+ = 2005-9 records

There was no repeat of a Middlesex record in 2012 but it was present at the
key sites of Aldbury Nowers and Hexton Chalk Pit. It was also seen at
Telegraph Hill relatively close to but well separated from Hexton. The best
news was from Brian Jessop who on the 25" May reported, “Tring Park,
recorded a female Green Hairstreak, egg laying in compartment 2 of my old
transect walk. First one | have seen there for 3 or 4 years, so they are still
around. “
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Purple Hairstreak Neozephyrus quercus Common around oaks

Puple Hairstreak 2012 (black)
compared to 1995-2004 average (orange)
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Numbers and sightings were well down after a slightly above average 2011.
However there were some encouraging comments. “Just to let you know that
I ran a "Beginners Guide to Butterflies" workshop at Minet Country Park in
Hayes, Middx on Saturday (14th July) and we got a fantastic view of a Purple
Hairstreak sitting on and flying around bramble scrub (both wings closed and
wings open). | noticed that there isn't a recent record of Purple Hairstreaks
in that area on NBN (most recent is 1984 | believe!) so well worth an update!
Jennifer Gilbert. The one pictured above was also low down on a hogweed
below a large oak and seemingly freshly emerged.
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White-letter Hairstreak Satyrium w-album  Common around elm

White-letter Hairstreak 2012 {black)
compared to 1995-2004 average (orange)
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In some ways the distribution drop may not be real as 2011 included the
intensive survey of TL20. However there is no doubt that 2012 was not an
auspicious year for the White-letter Hairstreak. As with many other species
the flight period was back to the long term average. However in the right
place this butterfly can be seen in numbers, “there were at least 8 White-
letter Hairstreaks at Horsenden Hill on Sunday 1st July. Six were around one
favoured elm between the canal bridge end of the cycle path and the rear
gate of the farm” — Andy Culshaw and Liz Goodyear and Andrew Middleton
reporting on the field trip at Cheshunt Park Golf Club elms, “At 9 o'clock it
was raining and windy, however on the horizon was some blue sky and
during about 10 minutes of good sun at 9.15, at least 5 active males were
observed on the sheltered and sunny side of the trees”.
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Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas Widespread & common

Small Copper 2012 (black)
compared to 1995-2004 average {orange)
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The brood balance is very similar to 2011 but peaking three weeks later. The
late flight period is shown by this comment,” shiny new Small Copper.
Amazingly, this is the first one | have seen locally this year - mid-October is an
unusual date for a first sighting!” Dave Miller. But they could still be seen in
numbers, “Nomansland Common - 33 - | walked the same route ...as last
weekend. Weather conditions, temperature and time of day were similar -
but | saw 4-5 times the number of Small Coppers! There may have been
some emerging during the week, but a good number of the butterflies seen
did not look fresh. The main difference this week was that three quarters of
the Coppers were nectaring on Ragwort - last week there were none.
Possibly the heavy rain during the week has caused a new flow of nectar?” -
Malcolm Hull 6th Oct. 20



Small Blue Cupido minimus Very rare & restricted

Small Blue 2012 (black)
compared to 1995-2004 average (orange)
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The Small Blue is breeding at two sites — Aldbury Nowers and Butterfly
World. Numbers are low but we do have evidence of both broods. There is
also some evidence of movement at Aldbury with Andrew Wood noting on
17 June, “Small Blue was at the bottom of the area in the north section
where there is considerable regrowth just by the path and the stile into the
scraped area where the [kidney vetch plants] fenced off areas are. On the
same day at Butterfly World Malcolm Hull noted behaviour,” - Three Small
Blues (all in the dip between the two antennae) this morning. One
aggressively chased a male Common Blue (twice the size) which strayed into
its territory. Diane Andrews also at Aldbury Nowers noted, “ watched it
fluttering about choosing suitable flowers of kidney vetch for egg laying and
managed to locate three eggs deep in blossom segments.”
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Brown Argus Aricia agestis Widely distributed

Brown Argus 2012 (black)
compared to 1995-2004 average (orange)
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Brown Argus

N m Last year | wrote “A superb year. Over the

last 20 years this species has advanced,
i dropped back and then advanced again and

o RN it is now widely distributed in less built up

" ‘ areas”. This year saw a massive

" retrenchment in distribution and numbers
showing just how vulnerable this species can

K ’W be to poor weather as the 2012 only
K distribution map shows (left). Most counts

B womow were in low single figures.
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Common Blue Polyommatus icarus Widespread & common

Common Blue 2012 (black)
compared to 1995-2004 average {orange)

20% 1
15% -
% 10% o

5%

0% -

Photo Dave Miller

First: 9 May
Common Blue Last: 4 Oct
Peak week: 20 Aug—26 Aug

40

Distribution % squares
2012 27% (135)
2011 44% (243)
2005-9 31%

mean

an

20

Abundance (transects)
2012 13
2011 19
2005-9 mean 30

an

&0 Distribution change

Down 14% compared with
2005-2009

i

o1 iji] 10 20 20 40 b1

Abundance change
1 ® 29 # 10+ = 2005-9 records Down 57% compared with
2005-2009

The Common Blue’s first flight period in May coincided with cool damp
weather and this explains the low numbers recorded then. This in turn led to
delayed breeding resulting in a second brood flying well behind the long term
average times. Perhaps not surprisingly both abundance and distribution
were well down. By far the largest count was 79 by Liz Goodyear and Andrew
Middleton at Rickney’s Quarry near Hertford this compares to 12 records of
over 100 individuals in 2010.
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Chalkhill Blue Lysandra coridon Common at known chalk
sites

Chalkhill Blue 2012 (black)
compared to 1995-2004 average (orange)
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One of the unequivocal successes of 2012, the numbers seen at its few
suitable sites were up yet again after two successful years. At Therfield Heath
Alan Beale the transect walker noted, “Chalkhill blues were up by 40% on last
year”. At Hexton Chalk Pit a typical report was this from Andrew Wood, “9th
August 2012 - counted 300 Chalkhill Blues walking from one end to the other
in ten minutes. | reckon that makes about 1500 on the site yesterday. They
were everywhere, a magnificent site. Some males have spilled over into the
field margins and woodland of Lion Hill and Moor Hill on the other side of the
road, strange to see Chalkhill Blue and Ringlets flying in a woodland ride! “
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Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus Widespread & common

Holly Blue 2012 (black)
compared to 1995-2004 average (orange)
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Compared to the other double brooded blue species the Holly Blue fared
reasonably well, possibly due to its different habitat and foodplant needs and
also its cyclical relationship with parasites. Perhaps surprisingly given the
weather the peak flight time was during the spring brood. Unlike many
species many of the higher counts came from gardens rather than the wider
countryside. There was only one October record making this the smallest
third generation for several years which reflects the later than average flight
times for the two main generations.
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White Admiral Limenitis camilla Local in woodland

White Admiral 2012 (black)
compared to 1995-2004 average (orange)
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Not a great year for this woodland species. Numbers are stable but the
majority have become confined to the key South Herts/North West
Middlesex sites . However they can sometimes turn up at new sites, “The
only interesting record was the White Admiral that | saw at Bovingdon Brick
Pits on 24th July. This came gliding over my shoulder before veering off
behind a tree, showing off the broad white band across its black wings. |
don’t know where it originated. Possibly it came over the nearby
Buckinghamshire border, but | don’t know if there are any nearby colonies in
that county”. Roger Prue.
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Purple Emperor Apatura iris Local in woodl_nd

Purple Emperor 2012 {black) T ]
compared to 1995-2004 average {orange)
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A delayed emergence and a very late last date but where seen they did not
disappoint as this report from Liz Goodyear, Andrew Middleton and Laurence
Drummond shows. “Northaw Purple Emperor Assembly area - we arrived at
1.30 just after a short deluge. Within seconds of looking what appeared to be
a very frail old man turned up, who did a few twirls and flew off. Returned
again only to be accompanied by a very smart young man but the frail old
man was in hot pursuit and not vice versa! They did a few big twirls and then
the larger Emperor took over. Only for a short while later for the smaller
Emperor to return. When viewed through the binoculars he wasn't frail just
very small and still appeared to be perfectly formed! Purple Emperor was
also recorded at an assembly area in Whitewebbs Wood, north Enfield. It has
taken over 100 years of occasional records to confirm a territorial presence!
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Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta Common migrant

Red Admiral 2012 (black)
compared to 1995-2004 average (orange)
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After last year’s success the Red Admiral stayed in good form, but this year it
reversed its flight period with a small summer brood but a huge autumn one.
Were the autumn ones all home bred or reinforced by further migration? “I
had a call from Diana Furley in Barnet. From 15th Sept for last three weeks
when it is sunny she has had up to 10 Red Admirals nectaring on the Ivy
flowers in her neighbour's garden. She had never seen anything like it”,-
Steve Kiln. Bricket Wood - Red Admirals (24) some nectaring on lvy, but most
just basking - no sign that any yet thinking of a return migration”, Malcolm
Hull 22" September. “On the 'buddleia’ walk next to the Grand Union Canal
at Croxley, Herts. we saw upwards of 30 Red Admirals on g™ September” -
John Hollingdale

28



Painted Lady Vanessa cardui Variable migrant

Painted Lady 2012 {black)
compared to 1995-2004 average {(orange)
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The Painted Lady continued to be a rather scarce insect with only scattered
reports of odd ones throughout the summer and autumn. It should be noted
that the longer term data is distorted by occasional bumper years and that in
reality 2012 was a pretty typical year for this species. The first date in May
suggest that from 2011 that tried to hibernate did not survive the very cold
February of 2012. The table below shows the number of squares for the last 10
years and you can see that 2012 was a pretty standard year.

2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012
245 | 104 40 205 95 36 335 48 65 47
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Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae Widespread

Small Tortoiseshell 2012 (black)
compared to 1995-2004 average (orange)
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Unlike much of the UK the Small Tortoiseshell seemed to be recovering in our
area but weather of 2012 has not helped it. A good number of early reports
showed the emergence of the hibernated adults but then numbers were
sporadic until the autumn when it became reasonably common. | am unaware
of reports of migration but an influx in early September is not unknown and
this would coincide with a similar big increase in Red Admirals. A typical report
is this from Clive Burrows,” Best showing of Small Tortoiseshells on buddleia
for some years, in Abbots Langley, 8 on 31* August”. There was activity in mild
weather to the close of the year, “Sunday 16th Dec. a Small Tortoiseshell flew
past me at Bush Wood nr Much Hadham. It alighted in leaf litter before
heading off north. Latest | have ever seen this species”. Jonathan Forgham
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Peacock /nachis io Widespread but declining?

Peacock 2012 {black)
compared to 1995-2004 average (orange)
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The mild second half of March saw a good flight before, as with the Small
Tortoiseshell, numbers struggled against the dreadful weather. Dave Miller at
Stanwell Moor on 13" May reported, “Peacocks were back out in force (I saw
six), showing how they seem to be able to endure repeated bouts of inactivity
in poor weather between short bursts of warmth”. The summer emergence
slipped from early July to near the end of the month. Overall it looks as if this
species Is still in some trouble especially as transect abundance data dropped
further. As is usual they went into hibernation very quickly yet there were still
odd late reports possibly of disturbed hibernators”, “Rather remarkably a
Peacock flew over my house during a mild spell on Friday 21st December” -
.Robin Pearson
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Comma Polygonia c-album Common & widespread

Comma 2012 (black)
compared to 1995-2004 average {orange)
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The Comma continues to have the best fortunes of our native nymphalid
butterflies. Predictably the spring flight was depressed by the weather but the
mid summer and late summer broods were solid with an large autumn peak
which augers well for a large number of hibernating adults. This is rather
different to the historic pattern. There was some unusual behaviour noted by
Andrew Wood, “Near Rickneys Quarry, north of Hertford a Comma and Small
Tortoiseshell chased each other to some brambles and then behaved exactly as
I have seen pairs of Peacocks or Small Tortoiseshells engaged in courtship
displays. After a minute or so they spiralled off into the elms in the hedge. “
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Dark Green Fritillary Argynnis aglaja Rare but increasing

Dark Green Fritillary 2012 (black)
compared to 1995-2004 average (orange)
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A big surprise was the spread of this insect to Therfield Heath in north east
Herts. Several were seen, one on the transect as Alan Beale reported,” Had a
brief appearance of Dark Green Fritillary on the rifle range. In 16 years or
recording | hadn’t seen any before!. Brian Sawford’s “The Butterflies of
Hertfordshire” mentions them being sighted up to 1978 and in the 80s on
Greys Farm which is adjacent to the Heath”. Numbers grow at Aldbury Nowers,
“Highlights were 9 Dark Green Fritillary throughout, with 2 groups of 3 seen
together and one freshly emerged individual whose wings were still drying
out”, Paul Thrush on his 28" June transect walk. They were also seen at both
Hexton Chalk Pit and Telegraph Hill.
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Silver-washed Fritillary Argynnis paphia Local in woodland

Silver-washed Fritillary 2012 (black)
compared to 1995-2004 average (orange)
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Not a bad year, with observers noting that it was often easier to find than
White Admiral in our woodlands. There were new sites,” We saw 3 Silver-
washed Fritillaries in Bishops Wood [NW Middlesex], on 28 July.”. Sue & Steve
Place. Breeding behaviour was observed on several ocassions such as ,”

The Silver-washed Fritillary seen in Balls Wood on 24th July is marked as a
female because | believe she was egg-laying as she was flying around in a fairly
small area and kept landing on the ground and on the trunks of trees” Nicky
Parish, and on 5th August 2012, “Broxbourne Woods.. 3 Silver- washed
Fritillaries, including 2 egg laying. The first on a pine tree trunk, on the main
ride from the car park. The fresh female evaded all attempts at a photograph,
but laid approx 6 eggs all about 3 ft up the tree trunk, despite a comprehensive
search we still couldn't find any.” Phil Macmurdie
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Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria Widespread & common

Speckled Wood 2012 (black)
compared to 1995-2004 average (orange)
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Slipping back compared with last year but the weather greatly affected its
spring appearances, though it did include a very early February record. The
only earlier record for this species was for an individual indoors so the 18"
February represents our earliest free flying record. The peak was almost at the
end of the flight period. Speckled Wood is not normally thought of as an urban
species but they can turn up in less likely places for instance, “Saw a Speckled
Wood settled on a cardboard box outside the 'Food Centre' Chase- side, N14,
next to the busy street, 22nd June” - Robert Callf and” | was enjoying a coffee
in the open air forecourt part of Euston Station at midday 14" August, when a
Speckled Wood flew past.” Dave Miller
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Marbled White Melanargia galathea Widespread in Herts

Marbled White 2012 (black)
compared to 1995-2004 average {white}
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The weather conditions in 2012 seemed to have had little adverse effect on the
Marbled White, as was the case for many other single brooded butterflies.
Presumably being a larva during the cool wet weather was an advantage as
there was plenty of fresh food to eat and by mid summer conditions were
relatively good during its flight period. A number of new squares were added in
North and East Herts showing that it continues to expand across the county.
The same applies further south, “East Barnet. 5/7/12----Newly emerged
Marbled White---first absolute proof they now breed on this site and are not
just transients” - Kit Jones.
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Gatekeeper Pyronia tithonus Widespread & common

Gatekeeper 2012 (black)
compared to 1995-2004 average {orange)
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Still doing well, despite a fall in actual number seen. Surprisingly the peak
week was actually a week earlier than 2011 despite a much later first date
and a much earlier last date. However overall the flight period was slightly
later than the longer term average. Good news came from Diane Andrews, “
cheerful note — 6 gatekeepers in our garden [North London] in the last few
days, which is a record number for us.”
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Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina Widespread & Common

Meadow Brown 2012 (black)
compared to 1995-2004 average {orange)

20%
18% 4
% 10%

5%

0%

RN
|+

Phot; A;d}jw V'VA:od
First: 10 Jun
Meadow Brown Last: 29 Sep

a0 Peak week: 23 — 29 Jul

Distribution % squares
2012 62% (309)
2011 64% (355)

2005-9 56%
mean

20

Abundance (transects)

0o 2012 289
2011 216
a0 2005-9 mean 273

a0

Distribution change
Up 11% compared with
2005-2009

T

a0 iji] 10 20 20 40 b1

Abundance change
1 ®#29 #® 10+ *~ 2005-9 records Up 5% compared with 2005-
2009

Like Marbled White and Gatekeeper the Meadow Brown had a reasonable
year, albeit with a flight season three weeks behind 2011. Indeed the
transect abundance showed an increase on last year, a rare occurrence in
2012. At Beane Hill in North West Middlesex Leslie Williams noted,” A wet
year on the transect but Meadow Browns did well.” Similar increases were
reported on many transect routes and this would seem to reflect the
abundance of lush grass during May and June as the rains came and the
larvae were feeding.
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Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus Increasing

Ringlet 2012 (black)
compared to 1995-2004 average (orange)
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Ringlet continued to prosper like its other single brooded brown cousins. The
flight period was about two weeks later than 2011 and slightly behind the
longer term pattern. Although not widespread in London it was recorded for
a second year running in Westminster in central London (this record was
missed off the 2011 map). This shows that it can colonise suitable habitat
even in densely built up areas. As is often the case this lover of damp
grassland was found in highest numbers in the grassy woodland areas at Balls
Wood and Bricketwood Common rather than in open countryside. These two
sites accounted for most of the 9 counts of over 100 individuals. The 6"
September record at Fir & Pond Woods was our latest ever and the first in
September.
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Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus ~ Widespread

Small Heath 2012 (black)
compared to 1995-2004 average {orange)
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2005-2009

Not single brooded unlike many of its relatives but this seems not to have
greatly affected this brown butterfly. Possibly a concern though is the small
relative size of the late summer brood and what this may mean for breeding
opportunities to produce the spring 2013 emergence. Diane Andrew’s
comments are pertinent here, “ | have seen very few Small Heath at Trent
Park this year viz. 8 on 15" June, a solitary specimen on 11 Aug and 3 on 31
August. Result of poor summer weather?” Its fortunes on transect walks
varied it reappeared at Balls Wood, was one of the few species to increase at
Bishops Stortford Southern Country Park and halved its numbers at The
Warren.
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RECORDERS - Many thanks to everyone who submitted records in 2012:

Ray Abel; Ray Acreman; Zara Adu; Nigel Agar; G-Fatimah Ali; Neil Anderson; Sue Anderson; Diane
Andrews; Jacqueline Angell; Alastair Angus; John Archer; Sheila Ashman; Natasha Askew; Miles
Attenborough; Steve Austin; Janine Avison; Justine Aw; Lynda Ayre; Bharat Azad; lan B; Peter Bailey;
David Baker; Helen Baker; David Bance; Celia Bangham; Doris Banks; Helen Bantock; Sophie Barber;
Fiona Barclay; Andrew Barfoot; Christina Barham; Chris Barker; John Barrington; Laurence Barwell; Jeff
Barwick; Alan Beale; Verena Beane; Pamela Beare; Richard Beasley; Roy Beddard; Isabella Bedlington;
Hillee Bee; Carol Beeden; Juliet Beentje; Jef. Bell; Peter Bell; Leslyn Belsey; Susan Benton; Michael
Berthoud; Christina Bessant; Nicholas Bessant; Christine Betts; Bev; Louis Bhavnani; Janet Bishop; Ruth
Bitelli; Sharon Boast; Peter Bond; Cheryl Boswell; Malcolm Bowey; Nick Bowles; Ann Bowling; Sheila
Boyes; Kate Bradbury; lan Brading; Liz Braithwaite; Pat Bramley; Ray Brewer; Tony Bristow; David
Britton; Linda Brooks; Steve Brooks; Amanda Brown; Andrew Brown; Andy Brown; Ann Brown; Carole
Brown; Daniel Brown; Eve Brown; Ken Brown; Nadine Brown; Peter Brown; Philip Brown; Laurie Browne;
Lee Browne; Ann Browning; Mark Brownless; Trevor Brownsell; Beryl Bruff; Sarah Bryan; Hannah Bryant;
Maggie Bucknall; Tony Bucknall; Cliff Buckton; Robert Bull; lan Burley; Jo Burnand; Clive Burrows;
Andrew Butler; Peter Butler; Alison Bye; Robert Callf; Tracy Campbell; Susanna Candlin; Ruth Cannon;
Steve Cannon; Graham Canny; Ruth Carew; Shannon Carey; Nigel Carn; Alison Carrington; Maria Casey;
Ann Cater; Deborah Chalmers; Sandra Chandler; Violet Chandler; Trevor Chapman; Sheila Chappell; Alan
Charles; Laura Charlton; Henrik Chart; Anne Charvet; Ruth Cheesman; John Childs; Cathy Clarke;
Jacqueline Clarke; Jean Clarke; Peter Clarke; Rose Clarke; Emily Cleaton; Anne Clench; K.J. Clench; Bob
Clift; Nina Clissold; Tricia Clough; Melanie Coath; Tony Cobb; Margaret Cobley; Lucy Colclough; Kevin
Conkey; Pam Cook; Tony Cook; Sarah Cooke; Barbara Cooper; Virginia Corbett; Peter Corley; Kathie Coss;
H. J. Cotton; Lilian Cowland; Ashley Cox; Valerie Cox; Matt Crane; Bob Cripps; Evelyn Crisp; Michael
Crole-Rees; Christine Crook; Paul Cross; Len Crouch; Christine Crowther; Dee Cullen; Marie-Helene
Cullum; Andrew Culshaw; Sue Cumming; Frank Da Silva; Andrew Danford; Peter Darvill; Pamela Davies;
Adeleh Davis; Denise Davis; Paul Davis; Valerie Daws; Jane Dawson; William Dayton; Tom Deakins; Peter
Deary; Elizabeth Debenham; Josh Denton; John Dingemans; M. Dominey; Rachel Donnison; Ann
Doubleday; Rosemary Douse; Linda Douthwaite; Jane Dow; Shaun Dowman; Carolyn Downs; Frances
Drew; Laurence Drummond; Alan Duncan; Sharon Earl; John Eborall; Mervyn Edgecombe; Alison
Edwards; John Edwards; Paul Edwards; Peter Edwards; Valerie Edwards; Graham Elcome; Alex Ellwood;
Denise Elsdon-Ede; Audrey Embleton; Stephen Eshmade; Claire Etches; Harold Eva; Hugh Evans; Stephen
Evans; Colin Everett; Peter Ewer; Jim Farr; Charles Farrell; Gill Farron; Martina Farrow; Richard
Featherstone; Brenda Fee; Elena Feeley; Pamela Fell; Nic Ferriday; Mary Field; Patrick Field; Janet
Fielding; Jenny Finlayson; Andrea Firmin; Jim Fish; John Fisher; Stuart Fisher; lan Flack; lan Flanders; Kim
Fleming; Darren Flint; Mandy Floyd; Paul Foote; Terence Foote; Eve Foreman; Jonathan Forgham;
Gianna Foster; John Foster; Charlotte Fox; Richard Fox; Rosemary Fox; Lucy Francis; Sally Francis; James
Frankcom; Kevin Fredericks; Jane Free; Tim Freed; John Freemantle; David French; Pat Frey; Carol Frost;
Val Fullforth; Sue Furby; Susan Furby; Diana Furley; Nick Furtek; Jeremy Galton; John Game; Sally
Gandee; Andrew Gardner; Vince Gauci; Richard Geary; Ched George; Helen George; Jacqueline George;
Lois George; Victoria George; Gillian Ghumania; Patrick Gibbons; Rob Gifford; Jennifer Gilbert; John
Gilkes; Roderick Glassup; Chris Gleeson; Oliver Glenister; Corine Gliven; Michelle Glover; Karen Goldie-
Morrison; Anna Goldsmith; Pete Gomm; David Gompertz; James Gooch; Elspeth Goodwin; Liz Goodyear;
Nimy Gopalakrishnan; Hugh Gordon; David Gower; Elizabeth Gower; Tony Graham; Caroline Graty;
Martin Gray; David Greaves; Jane Green; Jenny Green; P.C.S. Green; Brian Greenwood; Evelyn
Greenwood; Julia Gristwood; Margaret Grocock; Brian Groombridge; Hazel Grove; Angela Guerzon;
Marian Guy; Miriam Hackenbroch; Rae Hall; D Hampton; Marilyn Hampton; Karen Hanley; Julie Hardy;
Sally Hardy; Dawn Harper; James Harper; Andrew Harris; Bob Harris; David Harrison; Lesley Harrison;
Paul Harrison; Susan Harrison Mayor; Linda Hartlib; Malcolm Harvey; Steve Harvey; Alan Haslam; Alex
Hassan; Dan Hatton; Jean Hayes; Oliver Hazan; Jonathan Hazeldine; Susan Hazlehurst; Elizabeth Heike;
Amy Herbert; Helena Herbert; Lisa Herbert; Martin Hicks; Matthew Higgs; Robbie Hildred; Annette Hill;
Jenny Hill; Tim Hill; Bradley Hillyard; Audrey Hind; Alison Hirst; Ann Hirst-Smith;
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Mary Hogan; Julie Hogg; Cheryl Holbourn; Christine Holder; John Hole; Ben Hollingdale; John
Hollingdale; Janet Holmes; Patricia Holmes; Neale Holmes-Smith; Andy Holtham; Martin Honey; Colin
Hope; Beryl Hopkins; G Hopper; Kevin Hornby; Neill Hoskins; Rodney Houghton; Diana Housley; David
Howdon; Heather Howes; Rachel Hoyes; M. Hucker; Graham Hughes; Susan Hughes; Margaret Huitson;
Johanna Hull; Malcolm Hull; Sian Hume-Sweetingham; Peter Humphrey; David Hunt; Stefan Hunt;
Marian Hurle; Lee Hurrell; Frances Hurst; David Inward; Oliver Irons; Janice Jacklin; Alan Jackson; Deb
Jackson; Michael Jackson; Pip Jacobs; Barbara James; John James; Stuart Jeffs; Audrey Jenkins; Brian
Jessop; Linda Jonas; Karen Jones; Kit Jones; Kitt Jones; Roger Jones; Rachel Joyce; Karen & Nick; Nina
Kelly; Roger Kemp; Samantha Kenton; Guy Ker; Hannah Khwaja; Jim Kilmartin; Steve Kiln; Michael Kings;
Penelope Kinnear; Geoff Kirk; Pete Kloss; Angela Knight; Brian Knight; Simon Knott; Daniel Kravetz;
Michael Kremer; Malgorzata Kukielka; Maxwell Lacey; Mary Lafond; Saskie Laing; G. Lainy; Anne Lamb;
John Landells; Anne Lane; Paul Lane; Steve Lane; P.E. Langford; Keith Latham; David Latter; Dennis
Layzell; Vince Lea; Ernest Leahy; Margaret Lee; Andrew Lees; Elizabeth Lester; Alex Lewis; Andrew Lewis;
Jacqueline Lewis; Austin Lill; Christopher Lindsay; David Lingli; Rosalind Lister; Pamela Litton; Alan Lloyd;
Rosalind Locke; Jacob Lonsdale; Anthea Lovatt; Helen Love; Janine Lowe; June Lucas; Barbara Luke;
Shona Lyford; Terry Lyle; Donald Lyven; Julie MacDonald; Elaine Mackay; Phil Macmurdie; Sue Maddix;
Brian Madell; Jan Magee; T.J. Magee; Davina Malcolm; Liza Mallah; Mark Mansfield; James Maple;
Natasha Marcetic; Claire Marshall; June Martin; Mary Martin; Victoria Mason; Carole Matheson; Barbara
Matthewson; Sharon Maynard Seath; Sue Mccall; Caitlin Mccormack; Lyndsey Mccullagh; Jacqueline
Mcdermott; J Mcelduff; Colleen Mckenna; Richard Melarange; David Melzack; Simon Mercer; Shirley
Merrett; Keith Merryweather; Eunice Metcalfe; Andrew Middleton; Dick Middleton; Mike; S. Mila; Roger
Millard; Liz Millbank; Dave Miller; Lucy Miller; Jane Milton; Jan Mitchell; Ann Moate; Jenny Moffatt;
Sharon Monahan; Wendy Monk; Rod Moorhouse; Sally Morgan; Vanessa Mortimer; Juliet Morton;
Roger Morton; Steve Mosley; Janet Moslin; Alan Moss; John Moss; Marion Moss; Paul Moss; Michele
Mountford-Brock; Judy Mueller; Hazel Munting; John Murray; N. Murray; John Myres; Roulla Nahlis;
Ron Napper; Andrew Neild; Roger Newbold; Malcolm Newland; Alice Nissen; Margaret Noakes; Richard
Norris; Elizabeth North; Elizabeth Nuckowska; Nik Oakley; N. O'connor; Janet Oldland; Wendy Oliff; Nick
Oliver; Murray Orchard; Mary O'reilly; Charles Osborne; Bonnie O'shea; Claire Osullivan; Kate Page;
Andrew Palmer; Hassina Pandor; Nicky Parish; M Parker; Suzanne Parker; Suzy Parker; Virginia Parker;
Suzanne Parker-Towler; Nigel Parsons; Sue Parsons; Shailesh Patel; Isabelle Payan Pecorelli; Barbara
Payne; Susan Payne; Claire Peak; Victoria Pearce; Gwyneth Pearman; Robin Pearson; Andrew Peat;
Robert Pedder; David Peel; Simon Pegg; Cynthia Pelman; Mark Penwill; Samuel Perfect; Jez Perkins;
Wallace Peters; Caroline Phillips; V. Phillpot; Peter Picton; Leigh Piercy; Helen Pike; Ke;Vin Pike; Graham
Pinnock; Stuart Pittman; Steve Place; Sue Place; Colin Plant; A & P Polivnick; J Pollard; Victor Pool; Robert
Poole; Sara Poole; Jack Poulloin-Woods; John Previte; Brian Price; Amanda Proud; Roger Prue; Sigrid
Quibell; Vivien Raine; Annette Randall; Alison Raven; Chas Reavill; Alison Reed; Julie Rees; Alice Renaud;
Robert Renwick; Alan Reynolds; Alex Reynolds; Diana Reynolds; Lesley Ribeiro; Bill Ridgeway; Pauline
Ridgwell; Dunstan Roberts; Clarke Robinson; Michael Robinson; Andrew Robson; Colleen Robson; Rin
Roche; Miriam Rodrigues; Bryan Roebuck; John Rogers; Janet Rosewall; Peter Rosier; Ben Royal; Mike
Rubin; Anna Joy Runco-Farrands; Louise Russell; Susan Russell; Dawn Rust; Yvonne Sadhwani; Eileen
Samuroff; Joanne Santini; Frances Saunders; Lesley Saunders; Kim Savage; Jill Sawyer Phypers; John
Scafe; Elaine Schafer; Manuel Schwab; Carrol Scott; Gwendolyn Scott; Les Scriver; Maggy Seabourne;
Patience Seebohm; Miranda Seldon; Andrew Self; Josie Seydel-Phillips; Francis Sharpe; Tricia Sharpe;
Carol Shaw; lan Shepheard; Marian Sheraidah; Brendan Sheridan; Tish Sheridan; Jenny Sherwen; Alison
Shipley; Ann Shuker; G Simmonds; Carol Simmons; Lorna Singer; Nicci Skerritt; John Sloan; John Smales;
lan Small; John Smith; Martin Smith; Peter Smith; Rob Smith; Robin Smith; Robert Solomon; Tony
Spackman; N. Spencer; Helen Spooner; Peter Spring; Maggie Sproule; R. Stables; Roger Stacey; Gerald
Stadden; Elizabeth Stainthorpe; Kevin Standbridge; Sandra Standbridge; Darin Stanley; Julian Stanway;
Andrew Steele; Judith Stergios; Teresa Stocki; Samuel Stormont; Andrea Stratford; Brenda Streeton;
Robert Stroud; Pamela Strutt; Lyndsay Suchodolski; Neil Sumner; Leslie Sutherland; Jill Swainson; Sharon
Tank; Sarah Tash; Kevin Taylor; Mike Taylor; Pat Taylor; Sophie Taylor; Jim Terry; Kayla Terry; David
Thomas; Barrie Thompson; Joan Thompson; Mathew Thomson; Peter Thring; Paul Thrush; Ann Tierney;
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M. Tisdale; Matt Todd; Philip Toms; Katherine Tootill; Peter Trent; Phil Turner; Mairead Ulamoleka; Ben
Underwood; Paul Unwin; Elizabeth Valentine; Jayne Vallance; Diana Van Bunnens; Gavin Vicary; Bruce
Waite; Kathryn Walker; Peter Walker; David Wall; Betty Wallace; Christine Wallis; Malcolm Wandrag;
Brian Ward; Flora Ward; Graham Ward; Elaine Wardle; Annette Warlock; Lenesha Warrener; Stuart
Warrington; Stephen Waters; Pat Watt; Bob Watts; Jackie Webb; Brian West; Richard West; Hilary
Weston; John Wharton; Chris Whately-Smith; David Wheatcroft; Janis Wheatley; Geoff Wheeler;
Geoffrey Wheeler; Linda Wheeler; R. Whitaker; Eleanor White; Robin White; Jenny Whitman; Melanie
Whittington; Paul Why; Sylvia Wildey; Jenny Wilkes; Jennifer Williams; Leslie Williams; Sarah Anne
Williams-Baker; Rowhan Wills; Barbara Wilton; Natalie Windsor; Maggie Winkworth; Julie Wise; Gary
Witham; Sally Witham; Andrew Wood; Colin Wood; Jane Wood; Kate Wood; Terry Wood; Rosemary
Wootten; Anthony Wren; Denise Wren; Colin Wright; Kevin Wright; Trevor Wyatt; Jim Yeeles; Coral
Yorke; Anna Young; Barbara Young

Recorders in bold undertook one or more transect walks during the year. Detailed results from our
50+ regularly walked Butterfly Transects can be found at our branch website or are available in
print from Andrew Wood (details below)

Our branch website http://www.hertsmiddx-butterflies.org.uk has a very active sightings
page and we welcome all submissions to it.

Now you can also check our latest sightings news in the field by using this page:
http://www.hertsmiddx-butterflies.org.uk/mobile_sightings.html.

We are also on Facebook (no facebook account needed to read it) at:
http://www.facebook.com/ButterflyConservationHertsMiddlesex

Visit our Reserve at Millhoppers Pasture
Millhoppers Pasture is approximately 3 acres and can be found between the villages
of Wilstone and Long Marston near Tring. The reserve consists predominantly of
open grassland, blackthorn scrub and several rare mature Black Poplar trees. There
is also a stream that runs through the reserve. Butterfly species found at the reserve
include Common Blue, Ringlet, Marbled White and Gatekeeper along with other
wildlife including Red Kites, Pyramidal Orchid and Marsh Marigold.

Butterfly Conservation is the national charity supporting the work of conserving
butterflies and moths and their habitats. We are part of a branch network that you
automatically join if you support the conservation and recording of butterflies by
becoming a member of Butterfly Conservation.

Branch Contacts

Branch Chairman & Records Collator Branch Organiser/Secretary:
Andrew Wood, Liz Goodyear,

93 Bengeo Street, 7 Chestnut Avenue,

Hertford SG14 3EZ Ware. SG12 7JE

Tel: 01992 503571 Tel: 01920 487066
zoothorn@ntlworld.com elizabethgoodyear@talk21.com
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